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(London section) at Braunston near Daventry, and with the Birming-
ham section at Napton. There are two connexions with the Thames,
by means of Duke's Cut near Wolvercote, and by the Isis Lock near
Hythe Bridge in Oxford (Fig. 6).

The other canal in the Survey Area, the Wilts, and Berks. Canal,
has been closed for the part of its course between Abingdon and

FIG. 6.
Swindon since about 1876. With its connexions this canal was
formerly one of the several means of communication between the
Severn and the Thames. The objects of building the canal, which
was authorized in 1795, were to provide Abingdon with coal from
the Radstock mines of Somerset, to export agricultural produce,
principally wheat and cheese, from the Vale of the White Horse to
London and Bristol, and finally to send building materials from the
Bath quarries to London.1 The canal utilized the Ock valley in the
1 Report of Royal Commission on Canals and Waterways (1906), vol. i, p. 252.
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